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Supplies worth 53 millions
being collected for Cuban
ransom. Story on page 2.

! HAVANA, Cuba, Dec. 19 (UPD
| JTames B, Donovan, New Yor
aftbrney, said today he would|
|rfturn to Miami immediately
| with Fidel Castro’s reply to an
! offer to ransom 1,113 Cuban in

sion prisoners- with food and

ugs worth millions and being

nated by United States firmgq
g2 million dollars in cash for .

ih a massive mercy operation.
Donovan's annouficemen
rengthened prevailing belic]
e rahsom talks were on thd
ferge of siccessful conclusionf

dptimism by saying he woul

eturn to Havana {omorrow.

Statement by Donovan~
jqvan “stifefnent issuc

onovan added to the air of
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Hint Announcement Near

A source close fo the nego-
jators hinted thé agreemgnt
reeing the men might be an-
pounced momentarily.

[Associated Prgss reported
trom Havéng that an official
of a committee of prisoners’
mothers sdid that Premier Fi-
iel Castro “shares megotiators’
lnigh hopes” Jor @ quick ‘ez-
change of prisoners for United
States food oand medicines.

DealNear
for Captives

tion was. very favorable in
talks between Casiro and «
negotiating teanm led by Dono-
van. Mrs. Berta Barreto of
Hawvana, one of the four nego-
tiators, was told by telephone
this morning: *Tell your hus-
 band your son will soon be
| free.”] . - '

Castro originally demanded

'the prisoners. It was beligved
{the food and drugs would be
.close to that amount when
| transportation costs were fig-
jured in. -4

indicated that a cruise “ship
@ight be used tg take the Inva-
I sion . prisoners to an unidenti-

“The, [negatiating] missio
et laét eyening with Premi
“astro gnd other High gover
fficials. A preliminar

flown to Mi“‘amiw.r

| when the prisoners would be |
ficials. A prell sgeleased  but ~ reports ‘fromy|
ist of medicine and drugs al-. ' '

This informant said conversa- |

" Reports from outside Cuba,

| Washingten said, the Red Cigss-
| chariered 10,000-ton, “Far eil
 Lines fipighte, ‘ ot
! - 3. i3
" would - Meavet Fl
{night or Baturday
Havang with ransgm’] o
The repots from aB Iso -
indicated,7a sharp st8pub
activity #a many United States |
industrisd centers with air lines, ;
railroaf¥s, and trucking concerns |
_joiningf iy a massive effort to!

- get the ransém goods inte Flor- j

-ida warehouses before the week- |
tend. - Sl
_In Hamburg, Germany, a:
spokesman for the Hamburg
! shipping line said the company
had agreed to furnish the cruise
liner Wappen Von Hamburg
under charter fo ‘a Bahamas
firm to transport the prisoners.

* The ship was believed to have

becn renamed thgEmpress of
the Bahamas and to be engaged
in cruise trips between Miami
and Nassau. - |
A spokesman for the Pharma- (
ceutical Maniacturers asso-:
ciation in New York said 35 to|

.10 manufacturers agreed LY
[ supply the drugs which Castro |
| specifically asked for by brand
!name and. maker. The drugs
swere contributed free of charge,
{but the United States govern-
! ment said the firms woyld be

{ fied Caribbean island for inter- | eligible for tax deductions Under
s 1§ views and medical exafhina-| the law. CoohEen
| Lions, after which they would be

| Kir lines, raflroads, steam-
ship lines, and trucking firms

i Thefe, was nb indicatifn of also contributed their transport

facilities, ‘Maritime unions do-
nated the labor needed fo trans-
\ port the goods Lo Havana. i

eady contéibited to the Amef-

can Red Cross was sibmitt

|[Castro] government' and

il returp to Miami today wi

e goveérnment analysis and o‘

' Bnalysis prepared. Mr. Donovagi

“It is, being studied by tp

btain the latest list of additiof-:

tufn {0 Havana tomorrow.”
Reliable sources said thht
bnly - Cuban  verification thpt

onovan’s list of rangom sup-
Flies jibed with Castro’s orif-
inal list was holding up the -
lease of the men taken pri-
oner, after the abortive Aprjl,
1961, Bay of Pigs invasion.
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1 contributions. He plans®o rp-
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